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and in the end the autocrat appears who coerces its
citizens into the duties which they were not willing of
themselves to assume.
Here is the explanation of the breakdown of
democracy in so many countries of the world. If
citizenship does not exist, it has to be imposed. That
is a stage through which every nation has to pass. At
some time of its history it must go to school and learn
the discipline, self-control, team spirit, and other quali-
ties necessary if liberty is to be enjoyed. Hence certain
aspects of Fascism, Nazism, Communism, and the
authoritarian element in the present government of
China. They are stages in the making of national
character, a training in qualities indispensable for
national existence.
When I say this I may be accused of being a Nazi
or a Fascist, these being at the moment, naturally
enough, terms of popular abuse. But the charge will
be unjust. I have no doubt that democracy is incom-
parably better than Fascism or Nazism, and that the
human race will always move towards it, as the highest
form of human society. But it is the most difficult
form and it needs certain qualities whose rarity is
shown by its frequent collapse. The Anglo-Saxon
democracies seem perhaps to possess them. We seem
to have acquired a sufficient quantum of public spirit,
justice, fair play, consideration for others, to make
democracy work.
Ifct I doubt if there is much margin to spare. la
England we are justly proud when we think of the
men in the Forces, of the spontaneous self-creation of